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Abstract:

Charles M. Trask was born in Brookfield, VT, on November 30, 1836, to William and Sarah
Mitchell (Clark) Trask. Prior to the Civil War, he resided in Stewartstown, NH, where he was a
medical student. On January 6, 1861, Trask mustered into Company D of the 5" New Hampshire
Infantry. The collection consists primarily of his Civil War—era correspondence, which
documents military engagements, commanding officers, and troop movements, as well as
medical practice and disease among soldiers. During the period covered by the letters, the 5"
New Hampshire Infantry participated in major engagements including Fair Oaks, Malvern Hill,
Antietam, Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, Cold Harbor, Petersburg, and Deep
Bottom. The collection also includes later research materials related to the 5™ New Hampshire
Infantry, soldiers referenced in Trask’s correspondence, and the work of Civil War surgeons.
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Collection Overview

Biographical Information:

Charles M. Trask was born in Brookfield, VT, on November 30, 1836, to William and Sarah
Mitchell (Clark) Trask. Trask started studying medicine in 1857, under a young doctor named
Oscar Worthley who lived in Stewartstown, NH, and he later attended lectures at the University
of Vermont, from which he received a medical degree in June 1861. On January 6, 1861, he
mustered into Company D of the New Hampshire 5" Infantry as a private. During Trask’s
service, the New Hampshire 5" Infantry were engaged in the battles of Fair Oaks, Malvern Hill,
Antietam, Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, Cold Harbor, Petersburg, and Deep
Bottom. Trask was promoted to Hospital Steward on February 2, 1863, and later to Assistant
Surgeon on June 1, 1863. He was discharged from service on December 27, 1864. Following the
war, Trask resided in White River Junction, VT. He married Lewellen Morrison in 1866; she
died in 1869. In 1882, he married Susie Stimpson. Trask died in White River Junction, VT, on
June 27, 1891.



Collection Scope and Content Note:

The Charles M. Trask Papers, 1862-1864, consist of the Civil War letters of Assistant Surgeon
Charles M. Trask during his time with the New Hampshire 5™ Infantry Regiment. The letters in
the collection cover battles, generals, and troop movements, as well as medical and disease
content. During the period of these letters (February 23, 1862 to December 4, 1864), the 5™
Infantry were engaged in the battles of Fair Oaks, Malvern Hill, Antietam, Fredericksburg,
Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, Cold Harbor, Petersburg, and Deep Bottom. The collection also
includes later research materials related to the 5™ New Hampshire Infantry, soldiers referenced in
Trask’s correspondence, and the work of Civil War surgeons. There are two letters by
unidentified writers.

Arrangement:
The materials in this collection are organized chronologically.
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