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collection date from 1786-1905 and 1971.
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Collection Overview

Biographical Information:

Thomas W. Thompson (1766-1821) was born in Boston, MA. He studied at Dummer Academy,
tutored at Harvard College, and studied law under Theophilius Parsons. He served as an aid to
General Lincoln during Shays’ Rebellion. Thompson married Elizabeth C. Porter in 1796. A
practicing lawyer, he was elected for a term in the U.S. Congress (1805), elected to the New
Hampshire General Court for a number of terms, and chosen to a fractional term in the U.S.
Senate. He was a trustee of Dartmouth College (1801-1821) and active in the movement for
disposing John Wheelock from the Presidency.

William C. Thompson (1802-1877) was born in Salisbury, NH. He studied at the law school in
Litchfield, CT, with George Blake of Boston, MA, and Parker Noyes of Salisbury, NH. He
married first Martha H. Leverett in 1828 and then Susan B. Nelson in 1843. He spent his life as a
practicing attorney first in Concord and Plymouth, NH, and finally in Worcester, MA.



John Leverett Thompson (1835-1888) was born in Plymouth, NH. He attended Kimball Union
Academy, graduated from Harvard Law School (1858), and studied with other individuals and at
other institutions. He served in the Civil War from 1861 to 1865, working his way up the ranks
from Private to Brigadier General. He married Laura Chandler in 1866. He practiced law in
Chicago, IL, after the war until his death in 1888.

Collection Scope and Content Note:

The majority of the Thomas W. Thompson correspondence deals with family, business, and
politics. Unique items are a letter from John Adams requesting his son study law with Thompson
and a note from Daniel Webster regarding the receipt of some charters (both are facsimile
copies). Of the two letters from John Wheelock of Dartmouth, one refers to a debt problem and
the other a political appointment. The William C. Thompson correspondence is family related.
John L. Thompson’s correspondence relates to both familial and military subjects during the
Civil War. He writes a number of accounts of military life and battles to his father and his fiancé.
The military correspondence consists of a variety of reports and requests from his various
positions held during the Civil War.

Miscellaneous materials include several documents written in a form of shorthand. There are
letters from 1971 reporting the inability of shorthand experts to decipher these documents. From
the few discernible longhand words, it might be possible that these are coded military reports
dealing with Shays’ Rebellion when John L. Thompson was an aide to General Lincoln.

Arrangement:
The materials in this collection are organized by person, then by type.
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Folder 17 John Leverett Thompson correspondence: military, 1873
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Parker, Joel September 21, 1861

Parnell, W.R. March 1864
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Perley, Mary S. February 14, 1864

Perley, Walter May 7, 1865
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Wyatt, Mrs. S.M. March 11, 1865

Wyman, A. March 24, 1864 March 27, 1862 June 9, 1865

Young, Adolphus P. September 11, 187.



