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Abstract: 

Papers, 1905-1994, of Bernard L. Boutin who served as Mayor of Laconia, NH, Deputy 

Administrator and Administrator of the General Services Administration, Executive 

Vice-President of the National Association of Home Builders, Deputy Director of the 

Office of Economic Opportunity, Administrator of the Small Business Association, 

executive at Sanders Associates, President of St. Michael’s College, and an executive 

vice president of Vermont Savings Bank. Boutin also worked as campaign coordinator of 

New Hampshire for John F. Kennedy’s 1960 presidential campaign. 



Access and Use 

Acquisition Information and Provenance:  

The collection was a gift of Bernard L. Boutin in 1994.  

 

Processing Information:  

This collection was originally processed in 1994. The finding aid was updated by Steve 

Leavenworth in 2008.TThis finding aid follows the standards set-forth by Describing 

Archives: A Content Standard. 

 

Access Restrictions:  

Available for research. 

 

Location: 

The collection is housed at the New Hampshire Historical Society in Concord, New 

Hampshire. 

Copyright/Conditions Governing Use:  
For permission to reproduce or publish materials from this collection, please contact the 

New Hampshire Historical Society. Researchers are responsible for following all 

copyright and intellectual property laws.  

 

Preferred Citation: 

Item title, Bernard L. Boutin Papers, M 1994.048. New Hampshire Historical Society, 

Concord, NH. Date Accessed. 

Collection Overview 

Biographical Information/ Administrative Information: 

Bernard Boutin was born on July 2, 1923 in Laconia, NH. Boutin graduated first in his 

class from St. Michael’s College in Winooski, VT in 1945. From 1955 until 1959, he 

served as mayor of Laconia. In 1958 and 1960, Boutin was New Hampshire’s 

Democratic nominee for Governor. Boutin also assisted in John F. Kennedy’s campaign 

for President in 1960 in the New Hampshire Primary and as campaign coordinator for 

New Hampshire. Following John F. Kennedy’s election to President, Boutin was chosen 

as Deputy Administrator of the General Services Administration in 1961. He then went 

out to become Administrator of the General Services Administration in November of 

1961 and held the position until 1964.  During this time, Boutin served on several 

committees including the First Lady’s Committee for a More Beautiful Capital, the 

President’s Committee for Equal Employment Opportunity, and the President’s Advisory 

Council of the Arts.  

 

Boutin worked as Vice President of the National Association of Home Builders until 

President Lyndon Johnson named him as Deputy Director of the Office of Economic 



Opportunity. In 1966, he was named Administrator of the Small Business Association. 

He returned to New Hampshire in 1967, where he worked at Sanders and Associates, an 

electronics firm in Nashua. From 1969 until 1974, he served as President of St. Michael’s 

College, which admitted women for the first time under his administration. After leaving 

St. Michael’s, Boutin worked at the Burlington Savings Bank until his retirement in 1980. 

Bernard Boutin was married to Alice (Boucher) Boutin with whom he had 11 children. 

Bernard Boutin died on August 24, 2011.  

 

Collection Scope and Content Note: 

The Bernard L. Boutin Papers, 1905-1994, consist of materials related to the personal and 

professional life of Bernard L. Boutin. There are a small number of materials from 

Boutin’s personal life. The papers include materials from most of Boutin’s professional 

careers, but the majority of papers date from Boutin’s time working for the General 

Services Administration, 1961-1964. Types of materials found in the collection include 

correspondence, programs, invitations, speeches, printed material, ephemera, and 

photographs. Notable correspondents include John G. Winant, John F. Kennedy, 

Jacqueline Kennedy, Lyndon B. Johnson, Lady Bird Johnson, J. Edgar Hoover, Herbert 

Humphrey, John McCormack, Edward Muskie, and other United States Congressmen. 

 

Arrangement: 

The Collection is arranged into six series: 

Series I. Personal, 1923-1994 

Series II. New Hampshire Politics and Work on National Campaigns, 1995-1960 

Series III. Washington Political Materials  

Series IV. Washington Career, 1961-1967 

Series V. New Hampshire and Vermont Career, 1867-1980 

Series VI. Photographs, 1923-1994 

 

Contents List 

Series I. Personal Papers, 1905-1994 

Extent: 2 boxes 

Scope and Content: The personal papers of Bernard Boutin, 1905-1994, contain papers 

not directly related to the professional life of Bernard Boutin. The series includes some 

papers belonging to his father and grandfather, Joseph L. Boutin and Charles Boutin.  

One letter is from Governor John G. Winant to Joseph L. Boutin. Other papers date from 

Bernard Boutin’s time at St. Michael’s College. The papers span the life of Boutin until 

1994 and include programs, honors, awards, and speeches among other types of material.  

 

Box 1 

Folder 1 Joseph L. Boutin and Charles Boutin, 1905-1955 



Folder 2 Early papers and papers related to the Catholic University of America, 

1923-1964 

Folder 3 St. Michael’s College, 1943-1967 

Folder 4 St. Michael’s College, 1945-1956 

Folder 5 Personal and family Papers, 1947-1988 

Folder 6 Selective Service and religious documents, 1942 -1967 

Folder 7 Religious materials, 1990-1993 

 

Box 2A 

Folder 1 Knights of Columbus, 1952-1987 

Folder 2 Knights of Columbus, Elks Lodge, and Kiwanis International, 1952-1971 

Folder 3 Miscellaneous programs and honors, 1968-1969 

Folder 4 Miscellaneous programs and honors, 1968-1979 

Folder 5 Correspondence, programs, and certificates 1980-1986 

Folder 6 Correspondence, 1984-1987 

Folder 7 Lyndon B. Johnson Presidential Conference, Hofstra University, 1985-

1986 

Folder 8 Speeches to the Laconia Historical Society, 1987-1988 

Folder 9 “The Great Society Round-Up”, 1989-1990 

Folder 10 Belmont Fire Department Fund, 1993 

Folder 11 John F. Kennedy Library Museum opening, 1993 

Folder 12 Invitations, Programs, and Retirement Ephemera, 1982-1992 

Folder 13 John F. Kennedy Library George Reedy Luncheon, 1994 

 

Series II. New Hampshire Politics and Political Campaigns, 1995-1960 

Extent: 2.5 boxes 

Scope and Content Note: Series two of the Bernard Boutin Papers consist of papers 

related to Boutin’s early political career as Mayor of Laconia, NH, Democratic 

gubernatorial candidate for New Hampshire, and New Hampshire campaign coordinator 

for New Hampshire during the John F. Kennedy presidential campaign. The series 

includes correspondence, printed materials, speeches, and ephemera. There are folders of 

correspondence between John F. Kennedy and his aides relating to Boutin’s work with 

the John F. Kennedy presidential campaign.  

 

BOX 2B 

Folder 1 Laconia Mayoral Campaign, 1955 

Folder 2 Laconia Mayor, 1956-1958 

Folder 3 Laconia Mayor, 1959 

Folder 4 Laconia Mayor, not dated 

Folder 5 Laconia School Survey, June 30, 1954 



Folder 6 United Nations Town Meetings of the World, Laconia, 1956 

Folder 7 Letters from President Eisenhower and his administration, 1955-1956 

Folder 8 Laconia Annual Reports, 1957-1959 

Folder 9 Gubernatorial campaign, 1958-1960 

Folder 10 Gubernatorial campaign, 1958-1960 

 

Box 3 

Folder1 Gubernatorial campaign, 1958-1960 

Folder 2 Gubernatorial campaign, 1958-1960 

Folder 3 New Hampshire State Committee, 1960 

Folder 4 Estes Kefauver campaign, 1956 

Folder 5 Democratic National Convention, 1956 

Folder 6 New Hampshire Democratic Party, 1959-1960 

Folder 7 Democratic National Committee Site Selection, 1959-1960 

Folder 8 Democratic Convention, Correspondence, 1960 

Folder 9 Democratic National Convention, Los Angeles, 1960 

Folder 10 Democratic National Convention, Los Angeles, 1960 

Folder 11 Democratic National Convention welcome brochure, Los Angeles, 1960 

Folder 12  Democratic National Convention brochure, Los Angeles, 1960 

Folder 13 John F. Kennedy presidential primary campaign includes correspondence 

with John F. Kennedy and Edward M. Kennedy, 1960 

Folder 14 John F. Kennedy presidential primary campaign, 1959-1960 

Folder 15 John F. Kennedy presidential primary campaign, 1959-1960 

Folder 16 John F. Kennedy presidential campaign manual, 1960 

Folder 17 John F. Kennedy presidential campaign and political ephemera, 1958-

1960 

 

Box 4 

Folder 1 John F. Kennedy presidential primary and presidential campaign, 1960 

Folder 2 News about John F. Kennedy, 1959-1960 

Folder 3 John F. Kennedy Presidential Inauguration invitations, 1961 

Folder 4 John F. Kennedy Presidential Inauguration programs, 1960 

Folder 5  Printed editions of John F. Kennedy’s Inauguration address, 1961 

Folder 6 John F. Kennedy Inauguration miscellaneous printed materials, 1961 

 

 

Series III. Washington, DC Political Materials, 1961-1968 

Extent: 1.5 boxes 

Scope and Content: Series three contains documents related to political events and 

campaign while Boutin was working in Washington DC. There are items related to death 



of John F. Kennedy including correspondence with members of the Kennedy family. The 

series also has materials related to the Civil Rights Demonstration of August 1963. 

Materials dating from 1964 to 1968 contain items related to the Democratic Party, the 

election of New Hampshire Governor John King, and the campaign and election of 

Lyndon B. Johnson.  

 

Box 4 

Folder 7 John F. Kennedy administration and memorial materials, 1961-1964 

Folder 8 Civil Rights Demonstration and the General Services Administration, 

August 1963 

Folder 9 Correspondence after John F. Kennedy’s death, 1963-1964 

Folder 10 John F. Kennedy funerary materials, 1963 

Folder 11 News materials following John F. Kennedy’s death, 1963 

 

Box 5 

Folder 1 Miscellaneous political materials, 1964-1966 

Folder 2 Lyndon B. Johnson presidential campaign, 1964 

Folder 3 Lyndon B. Johnson presidential campaign ephemera, 1964 

Folder 4 Correspondence with New Hampshire Governor John King, 1964-1965 

Folder 5 Lyndon B. Johnson Presidential Inauguration, 1965 

Folder 6 Miscellaneous political materials, 1967-1968 

Folder 7 1968 Presidential Campaign materials, 1968 

Folder 9 1968 Presidential Campaign materials, 1968 

 

Series IV: Washington, DC Career, 1961-1967 

Extent: 8 boxes 

Scope and Content: Series four consists of materials related to Boutin’s career as 

Deputy Administrator and Administrator of the General Services Administration, 

Executive Vice-President of the National Association of Home Builders, Deputy Officer 

of the Office of Economic Opportunity, and Administrator of the Small Business 

Administration. The majority of items date from Boutin’s tenure as Administrator of the 

General Services Administration. Types of materials in this series include 

correspondence, speeches, printed materials, speeches, remarks, programs, invitations, 

and ephemera. Boutin corresponds with President Kennedy, President Johnson, United 

States Senators, United States Representatives, and other members of the executive 

branch.  

 

Box 6 

Folder 1 Deputy Administrator, General Services Administration, 1961 

Folder 2 Deputy Administrator, General Services Administration, 1961 



Folder 3 Deputy Administrator, General Services Administration: ephemera, 1961 

Folder 4 Deputy Administrator, General Services Administration: speeches, 1961 

Folder 5 Deputy Administrator, General Services Administration: Congressional 

speeches, 1961 

 

Box 7 

Folder 1 General Services Administration correspondence with John F. Kennedy 

and Jacqueline Kennedy, 1959-1963 

Folder 2 General Services Administration correspondence with the Kennedy family 

and staffers, 1961-1964 

Folder 3 Administrator, General Services Administration congratulations letters, 

1961 

Folder 4 Administrator, General Services Administration congratulations letters, 

1961 

Folder 5 Administrator, General Services Administration correspondence, 1962-

1963 

Folder 6 Administrator, General Services Administration correspondence, 1964, 

not dated 

Folder 7 Administrator, General Services Administration speeches and remarks, 

1961-1962 

Folder 8 Administrator, General Services Administration speeches, and remarks, 

1963-1965 

Folder 9 General Services Administration printed materials, 1961-1965dc 

 

Box 8 

Folder 1 General Services Administration ephemera, 1961-1964 

Folder 2 Administrator, General Services Administration invitations, 1962-1964 

Folder 3 Administrator, General Services Administration invitations, 1961-1964 

Folder 4 Administrator, General Services Administration invitations and ephemera, 

1961-1964 

Folder 5 Administrator, General Services Administration memberships and 

programs, 1962-1964 

Folder 6 Administrator, General Services Administration dedication of the Dwight 

D. Eisenhower Library, 1962 

Folder 7 Administrator, General Services Administration dedications and speeches, 

1962 

Folder 8 Administrator, General Services Administration receptions and exhibits, 

1963 

 

Box 9 



Folder 1 Administrator, General Services Administration miscellaneous documents, 

1963 

Folder 2 Administrator, General Services Administration miscellaneous documents, 

1963 

Folder 3 Administrator, General Services Administration correspondence with 

President Johnson, 1963-1964 

Folder 4  Administrator, General Services Administration miscellaneous documents 

under Johnson administration, 1963-1964 

Folder 5 Administrator, General Services Administration miscellaneous documents 

under Johnson administration, 1963-1964 

Folder 6 Administrator, General Services Administration miscellaneous documents 

under Johnson administration, 1963-1964 

Folder 7 Administrator, General Services Administration, correspondence with 

Representative John M. McCormack, and Senator Tom McIntyre, 1963-

1964 

 

Box 10 

Folder 1 Administrator, General Services Administration Congressional statements, 

1963-1965 

Folder 2 Administrator, General Services Administration Congressional statements, 

1962-1965 

Folder 3 Administrator, General Services Administration materials concerning 

Presidential Libraries, 1963-1965 

Folder 4 Appointment to National Home Builders Association as Executive Vice-

President, 1964 

Folder 5 National Association of Home Builders miscellaneous papers, 1964-1966 

 

Box 11 

Folder 1 Appointment as Deputy Director in the Office of Economic Opportunity, 

1965-1965 

Folder 2 Deputy Director, Office of Economic Opportunity miscellaneous 

materials, 1965-1966 

Folder 3 Letters of congratulations on appointment as Administrator to the Small 

Business Administration, 1966 

Folder 4 Administrator, Small Business Administration correspondence and printed 

materials, 1966-1967istration correspondence and printed materials, 1966-

1967 

Folder 5 Administrator, Small Business Administration speeches and articles, 

1966-1967 

Folder 6 Administrator, Small Business Administration printed material, 1966-1967 



 

Box 12 

Folder 1 Administrator, Small Business Administration ephemera, 1966-1967 

Folder 2 Administrator, Small Business Administration correspondence and 

remarks, 1966-1967 

Folder 3 Administrator, Small Business Administration “Report on Small Business 

Administration Program Activities,” July 18, 1966 

Folder 4 Administrator, Small Business Administration miscellaneous materials, 

1966-1967 

Folder 5 Administrator, Small Business Administration miscellaneous materials, 

1966-1967 

Folder 6 Administrator, Small Business Administration statement before the Senate 

Select Committee on Small Business, March 1, 1967 

 

Box 13 

Folder 1 Administrator, Small Business Administration miscellaneous materials, 

1966-1967 

Folder 2 Administrator, Small Business Administration retirement and awards, 

1967-1981  

Folder 3 Administrator, Small Business Administration correspondence upon 

retirement, 1967 

Folder 5 Administrator, Small Business Administration remarks and Think 

Magazine, 1966-1967 

Folder 6 Administrator, Small Business Administration remarks to Congressional 

Committees, 1966-1967 

 

Series V. New Hampshire and Vermont Career, 1967-1994 

Extent: 2 boxes 

Scope and Content: Series five includes materials related to Boutin’s professional career 

when he returned to New Hampshire and Vermont. There are documents from his time at 

Sanders Associates, St. Michael’s College, and Burlington Savings Bank. The majority of 

this series consists of correspondence, speeches, and ephemera from when Boutin served 

as President of St. Michael’s College in Winooski, VT.  

 

Box 14 

Folder 1 Sanders Associates correspondence and printed material, 1967-1968 

Folder 2 Sanders Associates correspondence and printed material, 1967-1969 

Folder 3 Sanders Associates printed materials and ephemera, 1967-1970 

Folder 4 Sanders Associates correspondence and printed materials, 1967-1969 

Folder 5 St. Michael’s College, appointment as President, 1969 



Folder 6 St. Michael’s College, congratulatory letters and certificates, 1969 

Folder 7 St. Michael’s College, congratulatory letters and certificates, 1969 

Folder 8 St. Michael’s College, congratulatory letters and certificates, 1969 

 

Box 15 

Folder 1 President, St. Michael’s College correspondence with President Johnson 

and his family, 1969-1973 

Folder 2 President, St. Michael’s College correspondence, 1969-1974 

Folder 3 President, St. Michael’s College ephemera, 1969-1975 

Folder 4 President, St. Michael’s College speeches and remarks, 1969-975 

Folder 5 President, St. Michael’s College speeches, printed materials, and 

ephemera, 1970-1972 

Folder 6 Correspondence, schedules, and remarks, 1973-1980 

Folder 7 Burlington Savings Bank and miscellaneous materials, 1954-1979 

 

Series VI. Photographic Prints 

Extent: 9 boxes 

Scope and Content: Series six of the Bernard Boutin papers includes photographic prints 

from his life. The majority of prints date from Boutin’s time as Administrator of the 

General Services Administration, but there are also prints of Boutin with his family and 

his early political career.  

 

Boxes 16-24 Photographic Prints of Bernard Boutin  

 

Separated Materials: 

Two boxes of material have been removed to oversized materials. One box contains 

oversize photographs, and one box contains all non-photographic oversize materials.  

  

Related Materials 

The New Hampshire Historical Society Library holds 20 microfilm reels of Bernard L. 

Boutin’s scrapbooks.  The New Hampshire Historical Society Museum holds about 30 

objects that belonged to Bernard L. Boutin.  

 


